
May 4, 2024

autofabulation as revolution
On collage, essay, archival work, and prophecy



I CAME BACK TO 
VISIT, AND WHEN I 
ARRIVED, NO ONE 
WAS HOME 

Shabez Jamal



Kinloch Study no. 1 
(Carolyn and Michelle 
at Boaz Apt), 2019

 
Ink on paper



Kinloch Study no. 2 
(Mike at Boaz Apt), 
2019

 
Ink on paper



Kinloch Study no. 3 
(Mike in Green), 2019

 
Ink on paper



Kinloch Study no. 4 
(A Birthday 
Celebration), 2019

 
Ink on paper



Kinloch Study no. 5 
(Gestures of Refusal), 
2019


Ink on paper



Kinloch Study no. 6 
(Bennett Family 
Reunion at Kinloch 
Park), 2019

 
Ink on paper



ALBUM 
RECONSTRUCTIONS 
 
Shabez Jamal



Album Reconstruction no 1. 
(Carolyn and I), 2022


Mixed Media Sculpture (Oak, 
Acrylic sheets, Type I Instant Film, 
Ink on Archival Paper, and Bronze 
photo corners)



Album Reconstruction no 1. 
(Carolyn and I), 2022


Mixed Media Sculpture (Oak, 
Acrylic sheets, Type I Instant Film, 
Ink on Archival Paper, and Bronze 
photo corners)



Album Reconstruction no 2. 
(Matriarchs and Matrimony), 2022


Mixed Media Sculpture (Oak, 
Acrylic sheets, Type I Instant Film, 
Ink on Archival Paper, and Bronze 
photo corners)



Album Reconstruction no 2. 
(Matriarchs and Matrimony), 2022


Mixed Media Sculpture (Oak, 
Acrylic sheets, Type I Instant Film, 
Ink on Archival Paper, and Bronze 
photo corners)



Album Reconstruction no 3. (A 
Sunday Procession), 2022


Mixed Media Sculpture (Oak, 
Acrylic sheets, Type I Instant Film, 
Ink on Archival Paper, and Bronze 
photo corners)



Album Reconstruction no 3. (A 
Sunday Procession), 2022


Mixed Media Sculpture (Oak, 
Acrylic sheets, Type I Instant Film, 
Ink on Archival Paper, and Bronze 
photo corners)



Album Reconstruction no 4. (After 
Kimberly), 2023


Mixed Media Sculpture (Oak, 
Acrylic sheets, Type I Instant Film, 
Ink on Archival Paper, and Bronze 
photo corners)



Album Reconstruction no 7, 2023


Mixed Media Sculpture (Oak, 
Acrylic sheets, Type I Instant Film, 
Ink on Archival Paper, and Bronze 
photo corners)



IN REMEMBRANCE 
OF US 
 
Shabez Jamal





Untitled 11, 2023 

Type-I instant film and 
poured concrete



Untitled 06, 2023 

Type-I instant film and 
poured concrete



Untitled 13, 2023 

Type-I instant film and 
poured concrete



Untitled 04, 2023 

Type-I instant film and 
poured concrete



Untitled 08, 2023 

Type-I instant film and 
poured concrete



Untitled 103, 2023 

Type-I instant film and 
poured concrete



RESOURCES


“Artists Push Photography Across Time and Into New Material Space in i’ve been here 
before,” Emily Alesandrini, https://theoffingmag.com/art/artists-push-photography-
across-time-and-into-new-material-space-in-ive-been-here-before/


Shabez Jamal’s personal website, https://www.shabezjamal.com/


“Venus in Two Acts,” Saidiya Hartman, https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/research/
centres/blackstudies/venus_in_two_acts.pdf


“Reparative Acts and the Caste of Archival Erasure,” Lae’l Hughes-Watkins, https://
yewtu.be/watch?v=_xLOUh7utNI


“Autotheory as Rebellion: On Research, Embodiment, and Imagination in Creative 
Nonfiction,” Arianne Zwartjes, https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/mqr/2019/07/autotheory-as-
rebellion-on-research-embodiment-and-imagination-in-creative-nonfiction/


“there is no self without reflection, there is no mirror without light, and there is no such 
thing as fabulation (incarnation of an excerpt from The Op-Ed Novel: A Literary History of 
Post-Franco Spain by Bécquer Seguín),” Erica Rivera, https://www.riveraerica.com/there-
is-no-self-without-reflection/ 
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